
I feel that this is an important direction change for Burnt Oranges because it represents our commitment to the 
community.  As an organization, we have a responsibility to respond to the needs of our community and as 
human being we have an obligation to do good when we have the ability and the resources to do so.  
  
One of the things that I think about when I think about the Burning Man community and the people I know in it, 
is the good work that everyone does.  I’ve met people who participate with Médecins Sans Frontières, friends 
who jump in and help out with donations for hurricane relief, friends who jump at the opportunity to support a 
friend who is going through a health crisis.  I think about the people who show up, and do things to make the 
world a little brighter.  The people who raise funds to celebrate a lost life, who bring their art car to the pride 
parade in a rainbow tutu, who donate their time to shelter animals.  
  
I want that for this community.  I want that to be how people think about Florida and the burners here.  I want 
those great ideas and those good deeds to be what unifies us into a cohesive family.  I know we aren’t always 
going to get along, though I wish we could.  The world is a divider because it is neutral to our cries for help.  
  
When I think of my vision for the future of Burnt Oranges, I think of it as an organization that shares and 
spreads art, and supports the communities we live in.  Yes we are scattered around the country, some have 
moved far away.  But you’re still family dammit.  You’re still welcome here. 
  
When we decided to aim for a free event our intention is to say that we love this community, we want to 
welcome and bring you all together, and we want this to be more than just a party.  We want it to be something 
that we can all feel proud of.  Honestly you guys are the party, no matter what we are doing it’s the interaction 
that makes it so much fun.  We want to show you that we are serious about our dedication to you, and that we 
hold ourselves accountable and responsible for doing good with what we have.  We want to prove to you that 
you will have a voice and a say as to how we go about it.  Honestly we want you guys to step up and let us 
support you in the doing of your good work.  
  
So let’s build big art, burn it down, feed the hungry and heal the sick.  Let’s party until dawn, support our local 
animal shelters, and donate clothes to those in need.  Let’s turn the page and the tide on how Florida is 
perceived by others.  Let’s come together as a group and decide that we want to be proud of what this 
Organization means to us and how each of us has ownership in the shape of that dream going forward. 
  
Let’s un-fuck Florida.  
We’re burners and we can fucking do this. 
 

 
 
Morgan Patten,  
Treasurer 
Burnt Oranges, Inc. 
 
  



If there's one thing Burning Man has taught me, it's that the world is a better place when 
burners are in it. You show up, you create, you work, you play, you love. And after 
continually having one incredible experience after another, every year I'm so in awe and 
completely blown away with what burners are doing on playa, locally, and in the default 
world that it makes me tear up because it's so overwhelmingly beautiful. Seeing and 
reading the stories on how burners are making such positive impacts in the world fills 
me up with so much joy and gratitude, that I'm reminded once again that I am apart of 
something incredibly special, because of YOU. (Yes YOU!)  
 
The world can be a chaotic place. Everyday you wake up and it seems as if we're 
bombarded with headlines of natural disasters, forest fires, war, the list goes on. When I 
hear of things like this happening I can't help but to think "How can I help? How can WE 
help?" It all starts with community. When we made the decision to make Afterburn free 
of charge this year, it was like a weight had been lifted off my shoulders, because it just 
felt right. Ive been a board member for over a year now, there's been many times that I 
thought our fire was going to be put out for good, but the truth is it's not. It's brighter and 
bigger than ever, and it's up to us to maintain that fire, to keep it alive. One thing I notice 
in the Florida Burn Community is that there's many people helping, volunteering, not just 
at our events but in the real world too. To me, that's what being a true burner is all 
about, implementing those principles off playa, which I see many of you do.  
 
Let's take that, be proud of it, and do even more good. Let's come together and create a 
new burn identity, which is community.  
 
This is an invitation that welcomes you with open arms, and to express gratitude for you 
and the wonderful things you do and will continue to do. Bring your art, bring your 
camps, bring your positive attitude and your ideas, get involved. Let's make a 
difference, let's change the world. )'(  
 
Sara LaRoux, 

 
Secretary, Burnt Oranges, Inc. 
  



 
Once upon a time there was a fire that burned bright. She was tended to and cared for. People danced around 
her in celebration and love. She inspired people and made her way into peoples hearts and left a desire to do 
more. Several months ago I sat in my driveway and cried. I cried because I thought this fire was going to burn 
out. I was scared that as much as I cared, as much as I wanted to see her light up the night sky it was not 
enough. Sometimes in life we are given the opportunity to strike a match and sometimes we are given a 
chance to take a few embers and rise from the ashes and set hearts on fire. Both are vital to the flame. 
 
When this choice was initially talked about the 2 year old inside of me had tantrum over changing something 
that was my favorite. Then I started thinking about why I started this journey and what I loved most about it.  I 
realized I started this journey to make a difference and what I loved most was the sense of community. My 
reasons in deciding to support making this change and offer a free but shortened event was to start the process 
of redefining who we are and show that we care about our community as whole; not just the burner community 
but the community on the extended playa as well. We have the opportunity to take hold of the principle: 
communal effort and own it and make it our own. We have the power to come together to do so much good. 
Let's show the world what Florida burners can do. 
 
Coming together to stoke this fire and tend the flames is vital to our success as a organization and as a 
community. Building art and creating memories is vital to our souls. WE can come together and do great things. 
Come and tell us what you are passionate about. Tell us what you want to support in the future and what kind 
of shenanigans you plan to use to get people excited and involved your passion. 
 

I do not want to have you 
To fill the empty parts of me 
I want to be full on my own 
I want to be so complete 
I could light a whole city 

And then 
I want to have you 

Cause the two of us combined 
Could set it on fire 

~rupi kaur 

Jennifer Boyer, 

 
Vice-President, Burnt Oranges, Inc. 
 


